>> LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, IF YOU COULD PLEASE TAKE YOUR SEATS, WE WILL BEGIN IN JUST ONE MOMENT.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, IF YOU WOULD PLEASE RISE FOR THE ARRIVAL OF THE OFFICIAL PARTY.

>> I AM REAR ADMIRAL BOB WILLIAMS, ACTING DEPUTY SURGEON GENERAL AND I WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME YOU TO THE OFFICE OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND SCIENCE HONOR AWARDS CEREMONY.

WE ARE DELIGHTED YOU COULD BE HERE TODAY TO HELP US CELEBRATE THE ENDEAVOR SPES ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF OPSH AND CIVILIANS AND PUBLIC HEALTH COMMISSION CORP FOR THEIR MANY AND VARIOUS ACCOMPLISHMENTS.

AT THIS TIME, I WOULD ASK THAT YOU CONTINUE TO STAND FOR THE PRESENTATION MUCH THE COLORS BY THE SURGEON GENERAL'S HONOR CADRE AND REMAINING ON STANDING FOR THE NATIONAL ANTHEM FROM THE CORAL AND WINDS GROUPS AND WE'LL ASK YOU TO SING THE PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE MARCH.

THE WORDS ARE ON YOUR PROGRAM IF YOU WANT TO PREPARE.

HONOR CADRE, ADVANCE THE COLORS.

>> FORWARD, MARCH.

GUARD, HALT.

PRESENT.

(DRUM ROLL ).

( MUSIC )

>>  OH, SAY CAN YOU SEE BY THE DAWN'S EARLY LIGHT, WHAT SO PROUDLY WE HAILED AT THE TWILIGHT'S LAST GLEAMING, WHOSE BRIGHT STRIPES AND BRIGHT STARS, THROUGH THE PERILLESS FIGHT OE' RTHE RAMPARTS WE WATCHED WERE SO GALLANTLY STREAMING AND THE ROCKETS RED GLARE, THE BOMBS BURSTING IN AIR, GAVE PROOF THROUGH THE NIGHT THAT OUR FLAG WAS STILL THERE.

 OH, SAY DOES THAT STAR﷓SPANGLED BANNER YET WAVE?

 O'ER, THE LAND OF THE FREE AND THE HOME OF THE BRAVE.

>> ORDER, ARMS.

>> PLEASE REMAINING ON STANDING AS WE JOIN IN SINGING THE PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE MARCH.

( MUSIC )

 THE MISSION OF OUR SERVICE IS HELP THE WORLD AROUND, IN TREATMENT, PEOPLE CAN BE HELPED.

 WE SERVE ON THE LAND AND SEA FOR HUMANITY, SO THE PUBLIC CAN SEE.

THE MISSION OF OUR SERVICE IS TO HELP THE WORLD AROUND, IN STRIVING FOR TREATMENT SO PEOPLE CAN BE HELPED.

 WE SERVE ON THE LAND AND THE SEA FOR HUMANITY, THE PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES.

>> HONOR CADRE RETIRE THE COLORS.

>> GUARDS MARCH.

COLORS, MARCH.

FORWARD, MARCH.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, PLEASE BE SEATED.

>> WE'D LIKE TO THANK THE U.S. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE MUSIC ENSEMBLE FOR THEIR PERFORMANCE TODAY AS THEY'RE FILING OUT LET'S QUICKLY GIVE THEM A HAND FOR THEIR PERFORMANCE.

(APPLAUSE).

I NOW LIKE TO INTRODUCE THE OFFICIAL PARTY ON STAGE AS WELL AS OTHERS MEMBERS WHO ARE ON STAGE STARTING WITH DR. DONALD WRIGHT ACTING ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR HEALTH, SIR?

(APPLAUSE).

REAR ADMIRAL STEVEN GALSON ACTING GENERAL OF THE THE PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE AND DR. ANAND P A REKH, ACTING SECRETARY OF HEALTH FOR SCIENCE AND MEDICINE.

(APPLAUSE).

>> OFFICE COMMISSION CORE FORCE MANAGEMENT.

AND DR. WANDA JONES DEPPULATEY ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF HEALTH WOMEN'S HEALTH.

AND OF COURSE, MOST IMPORTANT TO ALL OF US IS ALL OF THE FRIENDS AND FAMILIES WHO ARE HERE TO JOIN WITH US TODAY AS WELL AS COLLEAGUES TO RECOGNIZE THE OPH S EMPLOYEES THAT WILL BE RECOGNIZED, WE KNOW THAT ALL THE GOOD WORK THAT WE DO EACH AND EVERY DAY IS SUPPORTED BY ALL OF YOU IN MANY DIFFERENT WAYS AND WE APPRECIATE THE THINGS THAT YOU ENABLE US TO ACHIEVE.

NOW, PLEASE JOIN ME IN WELCOMING TO THE PODIUM, DR. ANAND P A REKH.

ACTING ASSISTANT DEPUTY FOR HEALTH SCIENCE AND MEDICINE.

(APPLAUSE).

>> THANK YOU, SIR.

GOOD AFTERNOON.

I AM REALLY THRILLED, ABSOLUTELY THRILLED TO SEE ALL OF YOU HERE TODAY, THE SEATS ARE FILLED, YOU ALL ARE HERE, THERE'S AN EXCITEMENT IN THE AIR, THERE'S A SENSE OF ANTICIPATION, I THINK IT'S ABSOLUTELY WONDERFUL FOR OPH S.

I'M ALSO THRILLED THAT RIGHT NOW VIA LIVE WEBCAST MANY OF OUR OPH S EMPLOYEES AND STAFFERS IN THE REGIONS ARE ABLE ABLE TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS EVENT AND WE WELCOME YOU AND WE THANK YOU FOR JOINING US.

THIS IS THE FIRST TIME SINCE 2002 WE'VE ACTUALLY HAD AN EVENT LIKE THIS.

AND ON BEHALF OF OPH S, LET ME PERSONALLY SAY THAT IT IS HAS BEEN MUCH TOO LONG.

I THINK THE OPH S AWARDS CEREMONY STAFF AND ALL OF YOU FOR MAKING THIS EVENT HAPPEN.

OVER THE LAST 15 MONTHS SINCE I HAVE JOINED THE OPh S FAMILY AND PARTICULARLY OVER THE LAST THREE OR FOUR MONTHS AS I PROVIDED GUIDANCE, AS WELL AS LEADERSHIP TO OPH S, I'VE LEARNED AND SEEN QUITE A LOT.

I'VE SEEN THE EFFORT THAT YOU ALL QUIETLY HAVE PUT FORTH IN THE END THE GREAT PERFORMANCE THAT ALL OF YOU HAVE SHOWED.

I HAVE SEEN THAT ALL OF YOU ARE PASSIONATE AND YOU SUPPORT ALL OF THE CAUSES THAT YOU WORK SO TIRELESSLY FOR.

YOU ARE DEDICATED AND YOU ARE COMMITTED TO THE WORK THAT YOU DO.

YOU REALIZE THAT THE WORK YOU DO IS ESSENTIAL AND CRITICAL TO THE HEALTH OF MILLIONS OF AMERICANS.

AN OFFICE SUCH AS OURS REQUIRES LEADERSHIP AND TODAY I'M HAPPY TO INTRODUCE YOU TO OUR NEW LEADER, DR. DON WRIGHT.

DR. DON WRIGHT IN OPH S, SERVES TWO ROLES AS PRINCIPAL DEPUTY ASSISTANT FOR SECRETARY OF HEALTH AS WELL AS ACTING ASSIST APT SECRETARY FOR HEALTH.

DR. WRIGHT JOINED OPS HEAR SERVING THE PAST FOUR YEARS AS THE DIRECTOR OF OFFICE OF OCCUPATIONAL MEDICINE FOR THE OCCUPATIONAL AND SAFETY AND HEALTH ADMINISTRATION IN OSHA IN THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR.

PRIOR TO JOINING THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, HE HAD EXTENSIVE OCCUPATIONAL MEDICINE AND CLINICAL CONSULTING PRACTICE IN CENTRAL TEXAS.

DR. WRITE RECEIVED HIUNDERGRAT YOD DEGREE FROM TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY AND HIS MEDICAL DEGREE FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS MEDICAL BRANCH AND MASTERS OF PUBLIC HEALTH FROM THE MEDICAL COLLEGE OF WISCONSIN.

HE IS BOARD CERTIFIED IN FAMILY MEDICINE AS WELL AS OCCUPATIONAL MEDICINE AND IS A MEMBER OF THE AMERICAN COLLEGE OF OCCUPATIONAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL MEDICINE AND THE AMERICAN ACADEMY OF FAMILY PRACTITIONERS.

IN SHORT, HE HAS BEEN A LEADER IN CREATING A HEALTHIER MORE PHYSICALLY ACTIVE NATION.

PLEASE JOIN ME NOW IN WELCOMING DR. DON WRIGHT.

(APPLAUSE).

>> THANK YOU ANAND FOR THAT GREATER INTRODUCTION, THE TABLES HAVE TURNED.

I GUESS IT WAS LESS THAN FOUR WEEKING AGO THEY WALKED THROUGH THOSE DIRES THERE ARE FOR THE FIRST TIME AND I'LL HAVE TO SAY THAT OVER THE FOUR WEEKS I'VE BEEN HERE, ALL OF YOU HAVE GONE OUT OF YOUR WAY TO WELCOME ME TO THE DEPARTMENT OF HHS.

AND NOW, I STAND HERE AT THE HONOR'S AWARD CEREMON TOW WELCOME YOU TO THIS PARTICULAR EVENT.

IT'S TRULY AN HONOR TO BE HERE AND TO BE A PART OF THE RECOGNITION EFFORTS THAT ARE GOING ON TODAY.

IT IS CERTAINLY BEEN MY PRIVILEGE TO JOIN AND TO BE A PART OF THIS AWARDS CEREMONY TODAY AND TO RECOGNIZE THE COMPONENT ORGANIZATIONS AND THE EMPLOYEES FOR THEIR INDUSTRY AND CREATIVITY AS IT RELATES TO FURTHERING OUR MISSION WHICH IS IMPROVING PUBLIC HEALTH.

YOU KNOW, EVEN AS A NEW COMER HERE TO THE OFFICE OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND SCIENCE, THE RESULTS OF YOUR WORK, THE PRODUCT OF YOUR WORK ARE SO EVIDENT.

I SEE THEM EVERYWHERE.

I COME TO REALIZE THAT THE OFFICE OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND SCIENCE IS TRULY WHERE GREAT THINGS HAPPEN, WHERE GOOD THINGS ARE DONE.

YOUR PROFESSIONALISM, YOUR EXPERTISE AND YOUR COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE ARE EVIDENT IN THE WORK PRODUCTS AND IN EVERYTHING YOU DO.

YOU KNOW, EACH AND EVERY DAY, I THINK THE OPH S STAFF PROVIDES SUPERIOR SERVICES TO THE NATION IN WAYS THAT ARE BOTH LARGE AND SMALL AND IN WAYS THAT ARE SEEN AND UNSEEN BY THE GENERAL PUBLIC AND YOU KNOW I BEING TALKENDLESSLY ABOUT THE PRODUCTS OF OFFICE, WHETHER IT'S FURTHERING OUR PREVENTION AND PREPAREDNESS MISSION, DELIVERING HIV OR AIDSES SERVICES, INSURING OF SAFE BLOOD SUPPLY FOR REPAIRING FIRST EVER PHYSICAL FITNESS GUIDELINES, REACHING THE UNDERSERVED POPULATION WHO ARE DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECTED BY CHRONIC DISEASE, ENABLING YOUNG PEOPLE TO BE EDUCATED ABOUT UNDERAGE DRINKING, PROVIDING ASSISTANCE TO RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS WHO CONDUCT SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH INVOLVING HUMAN SUBJECTS OR CREATING A VACCINES THAT PROTECT AGAINST AVIAN INFLUENZA NOT TO MENTION THE EFFORTS IN EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS.

NOW THE THINGS I GIST MENTION, I ACKNOWLEDGE BUT A SHORT LIST OF THE MILLIONS OF THINGS THAT COME OUT OF OPH S ON A YEARLY BASIS.

AND IT'S TRULY THE CITIZEN OF THIS COUNTRY THAT ARE THE BENEFICIARYS OF THE WORK THAT YOU DO EACH AND EVERY DAY AND FOR WHICH I'M MOST HERE FOR.

BECAUSE YOU'RE HERE, AMERICANS GET VALUABLE GUIDANCE THAT WILL ENABLE THEM TO MAKE HEALTHIER LIFESTYLE CHOICES AND ENJOY LONGER HEALTHIER LIVES IN REALITY IT'S BECAUSE YOU'RE HERE THAT AMERICAN K'S HAVE THE COMPETENCE THAT THE QUALITY OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH THAT IS DONE IN THIS COUNTRY HAS THE HIGHEST INTEGRITY.

BECAUSE YOU'RE HERE, THE PRESIDENT, THE SECRETARY, AND PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICIALS AT THE STATE AND LOCAL LEVEL RECEIVE QUALITY COUNSEL AND THAT RESULTS IN SOUND HEALTHCARE POLICY.

BECAUSE YOU'RE HERE, WE'RE MAKING GREAT STRIDES IN ELIMINATING HEALTHCARE DISPARITIES AND MOST IMPORTANTLY, BECAUSE YOU'RE HERE, THE PUBLIC HEALTH NEEDS OF THE NATION ARE BEING MET.

YOU KNOW THE THINGS THEY MENTION AS THE REASON IT'S TRULY AN HONOR AND PRIVILEGE TO BE HERE IN THE CAPACITY AS ACTING ASSISTANT SECRETARY, QUITE FRANKLY I LOOK FORWARD TO WORKING WITH ALL OF YOU, I LOOK FORWARD TO LEARNING FROM YOU AND I HAVE A GREAT DEAL TO LEARN AND I LOOK FORWARD TO LEADING YOU.

IN THE MEAN TIME, I THINK IT'S IMPORTANT THAT WE ACKNOWLEDGE THE MANY CONTRIBUTIONS THAT SO MANY OF YOU HAVE MADE TO THIS OFFICE, TO THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES AND TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE.

SO AT THIS TIME I'M GOING TO ASK DR. P A REKH TO RETURN TO THE PODIUM AS WE BEGIN THE PRESENTATION OF THIS YEAR'S HONOR AWARDS.

(APPLAUSE).

>> WE WILL START TODAY'S PROGRAM THE FIRST AWARD CATEGORY, THE AWORD CATEGORY IS THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AWARD FOR SUPERIOR SERVICE.

I WILL ASK INDIVIDUAL RECIPIENTS TO PLEASE COME FORWARD TO THE STAGE TO RECEIVE YOUR AWARD.

I WOULD ALSO ASK PROGRAM AFICIALS TO JOIN DR. WRIGHT WHEN MEMBERS OF YOUR STAFF COME UP TO RECEIVE THEIR AWARD.

THE FIRST AWARD RECIPIENT FOR THIS PAT GOREY IS﷓﷓CATEGORY IS:

BETTY AMERSON

SHE'S A FAMILY ASSISTANT IN FAMILY PLANNING IN REGION FOUR.

IT'S FOR 34 YEARS OF SUPERIOR SERVICE IN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

BETTY UNFORTUNATELY IS NOT HERE TODAY AND SHE IS A REGIONAL STAFF MEMBER IN REGION FOUR IN ATLANTA.

WE HOPE SHE IS WATCHING US LIVE BUT, BETTY ON BEHALF OF OPH S, THANK YOU FOR YOUR EFFORTS AND THANK YOU TAR﷓﷓FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTION AND I WOULD LIKE TO THANK REAR ADMIRAL CLARRA COB FOR NOMINATING HER FOR THIS AWARD.

THE SECOND AWARD RECIPIENT IS: 

MIRTHA BEADLE

OFFICE MINORITY HEALTH FOR EXTRAORDINARY INSIGHT AND DEDICATION IN ESTABLISHING THE NATIONAL PARTNERSHIP FOR ACTION TO END HEALTH DISPARITIES FOR RACIAL ETHNIC MINORITY POPULATIONS.

(APPLAUSE).

NEXT: 

DINAH BEMBO

STAFF ASSISTANT, IMMEDIATE OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR HEALTH.

DEMONSTRATED LEADERSHIP, TEAM WORK, AND CONSISTENTLY PERFORMING AT A HIGH LEVEL.

(APPLAUSE).

GWENDOLYN CARTHAN

ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT ASSISTANT, OFFICE OF THE REGIONAL HEALTH ADMINISTRATOR REGION FOUR IN RECOGNITION OF 40 YEARS OF SUPERIOR SERVICE IN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

40 YEARS.

LET'S GIVE HER A ROUND OF APPLAUSE.

(APPLAUSE).

THANK YOU FOR YOUR EFFORTS AND THANK YOU CLARRA FOR YOUR NOMINATION.

JANET EAST

DIRECTOR OPh, HS EXECUTIVE SECRETARIATE FOR EXEMPLARY SERVICE IN OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP OF THE OPh S EXECUTIVE SECRETARIATE.

(APPLAUSE).

FOR OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS IN MANAGEMENT AND PUBLIC HEALTH POLICY FOR THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES.

AS MANY OF YOU KNOW LORRAINE RETIRED AT THE END OF DECEMBER.

THOUGH WE HAVE TRIED TO ENTICE HER TO COME BACK﷓﷓(LAUGHTER).

﷓﷓SHE WAS ENJOYING RETIREMENT WAY TOO MUCH.

WE WILL DEFINITELY MISS HER AND WE WILL MAKE SURE THAT SHE RECEIVES HER HONOR AND HER CERTIFICATE.

MICHELLE HOERSCH

REGIONAL WOMEN'S HEALTH COORDINATOR REGION FIVE.

FOR DEDICATED AND OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP AND ACHIEVEMENT TOWARD IMPROVING SAFETY AND HEALTH OF WOMEN ACROSS THE NATION.

MICHELLE, THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS AND EFFORTS, WE HOPE YOU ARE WATCHING.

AND THANK YOU REAR ADMIRAL JAMES GALLOW WAY FOR YOUR NOMINATION.

>> 

LAURIE KONSELLA

REGION EIGHT.

FOR CONSISTENTLY OUTSTANDING DEDICATION AND LOYALTY TO PROMOTE THE OVERALL MISSIONS OF THE OPH S OFFICE ON WOMEN'S HEALTH AND REGION EIGHT OFFICE OF THE REGIONAL HEALTH ADMINISTRATOR.

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS AND EFFORTS AND WE ALSO THANK CAPTAIN ZACHARY TAILOR, RHA REGION EIGHT FOR THE NOMINATION.

SUSAN MOSKOSKY

DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF FAMILY PLANNING, OFFICE OF POPULATION AFFAIRS.

FOR OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP AND DEDICATED SERVICE TO IMPROVE ACCESS TO PREVENTIVE HEALTHCARE FOR LOW INCOME AND VALLENERABLE POPULATIONS SERVICED IN THE TITLE 10 FAMILY PLANNING PROGRAMS.

(APPLAUSE).

CAPT. JAMES THOMPSON

IN ASSISTING OFFICIALS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA IN CREATING THE DC﷓HHS PARTNERSHIP OFFICE.

(APPLAUSE).

THE HEALTH NEEDS AND CONCERNS OF RACIAL AND ETHNIC MINORITY COMMUNITYS.

THE INDIVIDUALS IN THIS GROUP ARE LISTED IN YOUR PROGRAM IN OUR.

THIS WAS FOR YEEJION EIGHT AND THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTION EFFORTS.

>> DIVISION OF EDUCATION AND DEVELOPMENT OFFICE FOR HUMAN RESEARCH PROTECTION.

FOR PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE GO﷓HRP ACCEPTING KEVIN KNEELIS AND DARLENE ROSS AND ELEASE SUMMERS.

(APPLAUSE).

>> DIVISION OF PROGRAM MANAGEMENT TEAM, OFFICE ON WOMEN'S HEALTH: 

FOR EXCEPTIONAL TEAM PERFORMANCE AND CREATION OF NEW PROGRAM TO SUPPORT DEPARTMENTAL PRIORITIES, ACCEPTING BARB: 

ANITA BROADUS

BARBARA JAMES

ANNA KINDERMANN

EILEEN NEWMAN

>> LET ME JUST SAY THAT THERE ARE REALLY HUNDREDS OF PEOPLE WHEN YOU LOOK AT YOUR PROGRAM WHO ARE PART OF THE HEALTHY PEOPLE 2010 MIDCOURSE REVIEW TEAM AND MANY OF THESE ARE HERE IN THE AUDIENCE CONNECTED VIA WEB LINK BUT THERE ARE LITERALLY, LITERALLY DOZENS OF PEOPLE AND SPECIAL THANKS PARTICULARLY TO SCOTT AND EMILY FOR ACCEPTING THIS AWARD ON BEHALF OF A MUCH LARGER TEAM.

THE MAYOR'S OFFICE OF HEALTH POLICY, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA FOR BRIDGING THE GAP TO IMPROVE EFFORTS ON INFANT SURVIVE IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, ACCEPTING:  WANDA JOHNSON.

>> PRESIDENT'S COUNCIL ON PHYSICAL FITNESS AND SPORTS TEAM:

IN THE PROMOTION OF PHYSICAL FITNESS ACTIVITY AND SPORTS, ACCEPTING: 

TYNETTA DREHER

RUSSELL KING

JANE WARGO

(APPLAUSE).

TYNETTA COULDN'T MAKE IT SO WE HAVE LESLIE HERE.

>> REGIONAL WOMEN'S HEALTH COORDINATORS ﷓ REGIONAL HEALTHY GIRL SCOUTS TEAM: 

FOR LEADERSHIP IN DEVELOPMENT OF STEPS TO HEALTHIER GIRLS.

ACCEPTING: 

CAPT. ROSA MYERS

HEALTH COORDINATOR REGION THREE.

(APPLAUSE).

>> REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH AND OBESITY TEAM: 

FOR OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP AND ACHIEVEMENT IN IMPROVING REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH OUTCOMES ASSOCIATED WITH OVERWEIGHT AND OBESITY AMONG WOMEN.

ACCEPTING.

EMPLOY.

SUSAN WITH THE OFFICE OF POPULATION PLANNING ARK FAIRS.

﷓﷓ AFFAIRS.

(APPLAUSE).

>> STRATEGIC PLANNING TEAM, OFFICE OF ADOLESCENT PREGNANCY PROGRAMS: 

FOR OUTSTANDING TEAM PERFORMANCE AND DEVELOPING AND IMPLEMENTING A MAJOR CHANGE IN OAPP PROGRAM MISSION AND VISION.

ACCEPTING.

EMPLOY.

LAQUINTA BRUSTER

BARBARA COHEN

JO ANNE JENSEN

JACQUELYN CRUMP MCCAIN

ALICIA RICHMOND SCOTT

(APPLAUSE).

>> TITLE X HIV PREVENTION IN FAMILY PLANNING TEAM: 

FOR OUTSTANDING TEAM WORK IN EXPAPPEDDING THE AVAILABILITY OF HIV TESTING, COUNCILLING AND HIV RELATED REFERRAL AND PREVENTION SERVICES IN TITLE X FAMILY PLANNING PROJECTS.

ACCEPTING: 

BETTY CHERN﷓HUGHES

JULE HALLERDIN

SUSAN MOSKOSKY

(APPLAUSE).

(LAUGHTER).

SOME OF YOU ARE GETTING YOUR DAILY SHARE OF EXERCISE COMING BACK UP TO THE STAGE, BUT IT'S ALL IN THE DISEASE PREVENTION HEALTH PROMOTION REALM SO I GUESS IT'S OKAY.

>> 2007 MINORITY WOMEN'S HEALTH SUMMIT LEADERSHIP TEAM: 

FOR OUTSTANDING TEAM WORK IN ADDRESSING HEALTH DISPARITIES FOR MINORITY WOMEN THROUGH ORGANIZING THE 2007 MINORITY WOMEN'S HEALTH SUMMIT.

ACCEPTING: 

ALEISHA LANGHORNE

ADRIENNE SMITH

(APPLAUSE).

THE NEXT AWARD CATEGORY IS THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AWARD FOR SPECIAL RECOGNITION, INDIVIDUAL CATEGORY.

THE FIRST RECIPIENT OF THIS AWARD IS: 

MIGUEL GOMEZ

DIRECTOR OF LEADERSHIP ON AIDS AND AIDS POLICY.

FOR EXTRAORDINARY CREATATIVITY AND INITIATIVE TO EXPAND THE USE OF TECHNOLOGY TO PROMOTE HIV/AID EFFORTS OF THE DEPARTMENT AND OTHER FEDERAL AGENCIES.

(APPLAUSE).

TIMOTHY HARRISON

PROGRAM STAFF SPECIALIST, OFFICE OF HIV/AIDS POLICY.

FOR EXTRAORDINARY EFFORTS TO IMPROVE THE OUTCOMES AND EFFECTIVENESS OF FEDERAL, DOMESTIC HIV/AIDS PROGRAMS.

(APPLAUSE).

RHONDA MCKNIGHT

CORSPEND ENS ASSISTANT OFFICE OF THE OPH S ASSISTANT SECRETARIATE FOR DEDICATION TO QUALITY AND EFFECTIVE MANAGEMENT OF WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS WITHIN THE OFFICE OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND SCIENCE.

(APPLAUSE).

CRYSTAL GANT

CORRESPONDENT ASSISTANCE OFFICE OF OPH S ASSISTANT SECRETARIATE.

FOR DEDICATION TO QUALITY AND EFFICIENT MANAGE MANAGEMENT OF WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS WITHIN THE OFFICE OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND SCIENCE.

(APPLAUSE).

LORENZO OLIVAS

REGIONAL MINORITY HEALTH CONSULTANT REGION EIGHT.

FOR HIS TIRELESS EFFORTS TO INSURE CUB SEASESFUL OCOMP LIBRARIMENT OF THE﷓﷓OCOMPLISHMENT OF HEALTH, STRENGTHENING PART MERRENERSHIPS AND PROPROATING TRUST HEALTH ON AUGUST 22 AND 232,007 IN DENVER COLORADO.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR EFFORTS AND CONTRIBUTION AND THANK YOU REAR ADMIRAL OR THANK YOU CAPTAIN ZACHARY TAYLOR REGION AM HEALTH ADMIN﷓﷓REGIONAL HEALTH ADMINISTRATOR REGION EIGHT.

KD ASHES PLACES.

VALERIE WELSH

PUBLIC HEALTH ANALYST, OFFICE OF MINORITY HEALTH FOR OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF A PERFORMANCE BASED AND RESULTS ORIENTED SYSTEM FOR THE OFFICE OF MINORITY HEALTH.

(APPLAUSE).

THE FINAL CIVILIAN AWARD CAT GARY IS THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AWARD FOR SPECIAL RECOGNITION GROUP.

ONCE AGAIN I WILL ASK MEMBERS OF THE VARIOUS GROUPS WHO ARE STANDING﷓﷓WHO ARE SEATED IN THE AUDIENCE TO PLEASE STAND AND TO REMAINING ON STANDING DURING THE TIME THE CITATION FOR YOUR RESPECTIVE GROUP AND BEING READ AND THE REPRESENTATIVE MEMBERS ARE BEING REPRESENTED AND ARE ON STAGE.

FIRST DIVISION OF COMPLIANCE OVERSITE COORDINATORS OFFICE FOR HUMAN RESEARCH PROTECTIONS AND FOR CONDUCTING AN EXPAPPEDDED PROGRAM OF NOT FOR CAUSE EVALUATIONS OF INSTITUTIONS COMPLIANCE WITH THE HUMAN SUBJECTS PROTECTIONS REGULATIONS.

ACCEPTING: 

KRISTINA BORROR

KARENA COOPER

AND

LISA ROONEY

(APPLAUSE).

HUMAN CAPITAL WORKGROUP, OFFICE ON WOMEN'S HEALTH: 

FOR OUTSTANDING TEAM WORK AND LEADERSHIP IN DEVELOPING AN OWH STRATEGIC ACTION PLAN TO ADDRESS RESULTS OF THE 2006 FEDERAL HUMAN CAPITOL SURVEY.

ACCEPTING: 

B. KAYE HAYES

BARBARA JAMES

JOANNA SHORT

(APPLAUSE).

ROCKVILLE ADMINISTRATIVE RESOURCE CENTER: 

FOR TEAM PERFORMANCE IN PROVIDING ADMINISTRATIVE AND MANAGEMENT SERVICES TO ROCKVILLE OPH S PROGRAM OFFICES.

ACCEPTING: 

DUANE HARPER

KELLIE MCDERMOTT

CHARLENE SNOWDEN

(APPLAUSE).

AND FINALLY,.

WEB SITE DEVELOPMENT TEAM, OFFICE OF POPULATION AFFAIRS: 

FOR OUTSTAND NOTHING CONTRIBUTIONS AND CREATATIVITY IN REDESIGN OF THE WEB SITE FOR THE OFFICE OF POPULATION AND AFFAIRS.

ACCEPTING: 

CHARON FLOWERS MAPLE

BRAD HENDRICK

ALLISON ROPER

(APPLAUSE).

THIS CONCLUDES THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR HEALTH CIVILIAN HONOR AWARDS.

I WANT TO ONCE AGAIN CONGRATULATE ALL THE RECIPIENTS, YOU ALL ARE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE BROADER OPH S AND ALL OF OPH S IS TO BE CONGRATULATED.

I NOW ASK REAR ADMIRAL WILLIAMS TO ONCE AGAIN RETURN TO THE PODIUM SO WE CAN BEGIN THAT PORTION OF THE PROGRAM TO RECOGNIZE OFFICERS IN THE UNITED STATES PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE COMMISSION CORP TO RECEIVE AWARDS UNDER THE CRITERIA ESTABLISHED FOR THE COMMISSION OFFICERS AWARDS PROGRAM.

RAMR. WILLIAMS.

>> THANK YOU DOCTOR P A REKH.

IT'S MY PRIVILEGE TO INTRODUCE, REAR ADMIRAL STEVEN GALS ON HAS SERVED AS THE TOP PUBLIC HEALTH PHYSICIAN HE LEADS OUR EFFORT TO SHARE THE LATEST SCIENCE, EVIDENCE AND DATA WITH THE AMERICAN PEOPLE IN ORDER FOR THEM TO BE ABLE TO MAKE HEALTHY CHOICES WITH REGUARD TO IMPROVING THEIR HEALTH, THEIR SAFETY AND THEIR SECURITY.

HE ALSO SERVICES AS THE COMMANDER OF THE U.S. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE COMMISSION CORE.

IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO HIS APPOINTMENT TO THIS POSITION, HE SERVED AS THE DIRECTOR OF THE CENTER FOR DRUG, VALUATION AND RESEARCH, EDR AT THE FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION.

NOW I CAN PERSONALLY ATTEST THAT OVER THE LAST THREE MONTHS WE HAVE ALL BENEFITED GREATLY FROM HIS LEADERSHIP, HIS VISION AND HIS ENERGY AND IT'S A PRIVILEGE TO SERVE WITH HIM IN OUR CORP.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, PLEASE WELCOME WITH ME OUR ACTING SURGEON GENERAL, RADM. STEVEN GALSON.

(APPLAUSE).

>> THANK YOU.

THANK YOU VERY, VERY MUCH BOB.

YOU JUST HEARD FROM ADMIRAL WILLIAMS, THE LIST OF RESPONSIBILITIES THAT GO ALONG WITH BEING ACTING SURGEON GENERAL AND I ACCEPTED THEM WITH GREAT FLOURISH WHEN I AGREED TO COME ON IN THIS POSITION.

BUT NOT ON THAT LIST WHEN I FIRST CAME WAS THAT I WOULD BE BECOME PART OF THE TEAM IN THE OFFICE OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND SCIENCE.

I DIDN'T KNOW THAT MUCH ABOUT OPH BEFORE I CAME DOWN HERE FROM ROCKVILLE.

AND IT'S BEEN REALLY A GREAT PLEASURE OVER THE LAST FEW MONTHS TO LEARN ABOUT THE OFFICES, TO MEET THE LEADERS OF THESE OFFICES, SMO OF WHOM I DIDN'T KNOW BEFORE AND GETTING TO KNOW YOU BETTER DAY BY DAY AND ONE OF THE THINGS THEY HAVE REALLY LEARNED OVER THIS PERIOD IS THAT YOU ALL ARE THE UNSUNG HEROS IN THIS DEPARTMENT.

YOU ALLOW THE REST OF THE DEPARTMENT TO DO THEIR WORK WELL.

SO IT'S REALLY A SPECIAL PLEASURE TO BE HERE, TO HELP CONGRATULATE AND THANK ALL OF YOU IN THIS AWARDS CEREMONY AND AGAIN TO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT I HOPE THIS IS THE FIRST IN A LONG SERIES OF REGULAR AWARDS CEREMONIES IN THIS OFFICE AND I LOOK FORWARD TO TAKING PART IN THEM.

THANK YOU, VERY, VERY ISSUE MUCH.

(APPLAUSE).

>> DR. WRIGHT IF YOU WOULD JOIN ADMIRAL GALSON AS WE PRESENT THE AWARDS?

THESE ARE THE UNITED STATES PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE COMMISSION CORPS HONOR AWARDS.

FIRST IS OUTSTANDING SERVICE MEDAL:  THE OUTSTANDING SERVICE MEDAL IS GIVEN TO AN HOF WHO DEMONSTRATED CONTINUOUS OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP IN CARRYING OUT THE MISSION OF THE CORP, PERFORMED A SINGLE ACCOMPLISHMENT THAT HAS A MAJOR EFFECT ON THE HEALTH OF THE NATION, OR HAS PERFORMED A HEROIC ACT RESULTING IN THE PRESERVATION OF LIFE OR HEALTH.

OUR FIRST RECIPIENT IS: 

USPHS COMMISSIONED CORPS HONOR

REGIONAL﷓﷓

CAPT. BETTY CHERN﷓HUGHES

SHE'S BEINGICIDED FOR THE EXEMPLARY SUPPORT FOR THE MISSION OF THE REGIONS, NINE, FOUR, SEVEN.

WHILE SIMULTANEOUSLY SUPPORTING REGION SIX.

SHE'S DONE QUITE A BIT.

(APPLAUSE).

OUR SECOND RECIPIENT: 

CDR. JOHN ECKERT

DEPUTY DIRECTOR TRANSFORMATION, OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR HEALTH.

BEING CITED FOR EXEMPLARY SERVICE FOR THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF TRANSFORMATION, UNFORTUNATELY HE WAS UNABLE TO ATTEND TODAY.

WE THANK HIM FOR HIS SERVICE.

(APPLAUSE).

OUR NEXT RECIPIENT: 

LCDR. RICHARD HENRY

DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR BLOOD, POLICY PROGRAMS AND ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON BLOOD SAFETY AND ABILITY.

BEING CITED FOR UNUSUALLY HIGH QUALITY SERVICE AND INISSIAATIVE IN LEADERSHIP IN ESTABLISHING BLOOD SAFETY INFORMATION SYSTEM OR B. A. S. I. S. 

(APPLAUSE).

CAPT. ROSA MYERS

REGIONAL WOMEN'S HEALTH COORDINATOR, REGION THREE.

BEING CITED FOR CONTINUOUS OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP AND EXEMPLARY SERVICE IN CARRYING OUT THE MISSION OF THE U.S. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE AND IMPROVING THE HEALTH OF WOMEN.

(APPLAUSE).

(LAUGHTER).

(APPLAUSE).

CDR. ANGELA SHEN

INTERNATIONAL POLICY ANALYST, NATIONAL VACCINE PROGRAM OFFICE.

CITED FOR ANCHORING THE NATIONAL VACCINE COMMITTEE FINANCING WORKING GROUP AND DEVELOPING CRITICAL RECOMMENDATIONS TO ADDRESS THE CRISISSIVE VACCINE FINANCING IN THE UNITED STATES.

(APPLAUSE).

OUR NEXT CATEGORY ARE THOSE OFFICERS WHO WILL BE AWARDED THE COMMENDATION MEDAL.

THE COMMENDATION MEDAL IS GIVEN TO AN OFFICER WHO EXHIBITED A HIGH LEVEL OF PROFICIENCY AND DEDICATION DISTINCTLY GREATER THAN THAT EXPECTED NORMALLY OF AN OFFICER.

OUR FIRST RECIPIENT IS: 

>> COMMENDATION MEDAL:

CAPT. MICHAEL CAROME

ASSOCIATE FOR REGULATORY AFFAIRS AND OFFICE FOR RESEARCH PROTECTIONS, BEING CITED FOR OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP AND PERFORMANCE DURING THE DRAFTING OF THE OFFICE FOR HUMAN RESEARCH PROTECTIONS, NEW GUIDANCE ON THE REVIEW AND REPORTING OF ADVERSE EVENTS.

(APPLAUSE).

>> OUR NEXT RECIPIENT LIEUTENANT COMMANDER.

LCDR. DIMITRUS CULBREATH

OFFICE OF THE SURGEON GENERAL, BEING CITED FOR EXCEPTIONAL PROFESSIONAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE INACTIVE RESERVE CORP.

(APPLAUSE).

>> NEXT RECIPIENT MARINE WHIPLE OFFICE OF FORCE MANAGEMENT, BEING CITED FOR OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP IN EXPEDITING THE FLAG OFFICER REVIEW AND ESTABLISHING A NOVEL ELECTRONIC EVALUATION SYSTEM.

(APPLAUSE).

NEXT RECIPIENT: 

LT. RUSSELL GRAHAM

COMMISSION OFFICER EVALUATION REPORT COORDINATOR, OFFICE OF THE SURGEON GENERAL BEING CITED FOR OUTSTANDING PROFICIENCY EXPERT EEGZ COMMITTED AS THE CORP﷓﷓UNIFORM COORDINATOR AND IN﷓HOUSE PUBLIC HEALTH HISTORIAN.

(APPLAUSE).

CAPTAIN STEVE LABUDI, OFFICE OF THE SURGEON GENERAL BEING CITED FOR THE PROVISION OF OUTSTANDING SURGICAL CARE TO SOLDIERS WOUNDED IN OPERATIONS IRAQI FREEDOM AND ENDURING FREEDOM.

(APPLAUSE).

CAPT. PATRICK MCNEILLY

HEALTH SCIENCE'D MIN STRAIGHTER, AGENCY FOR HEALTHCARE, RESEARCH AND QUALITY FOR RECOGNITION FOR TENURE WITH THE OFFICE OF HUMAN RESEARCH PROTECTIONS, BEING CITED FOR CONTINUOUS CONTRIBUTIONS IN LEADERSHIP IN COMPLIANCE OVERSIGHT AT THE OFFICE FOR HUMAN RESEARCH PROTECTIONS.

HE WILL NOT BE ATTENDING TODAY, HIS AWARD WILL BE PRESENTED TO HIM.

WE THANK HIM FOR HIS SERVICE.

(APPLAUSE).

CDR. EDECIA RICHARDS

REGIONAL PROGRAM CONSULTANT, OFFICE OF FAMILY PLANNING, REGION FOUR.

FOR COMMITMENT TO AMILLIAR EIGHTING THE POTENTIAL NEGATIVE IMPACT OF SHORTAGE OF ADVANCED NURSE PRACTITIONERS ON KENTUCKY'S PLANNING PROGRAM, SHE WAS NOT ABLE TO ATTEND TODAY AND HER AWARD WILL BE PRESENTED IN THE REGION AND WE THANK RAMDR FOR RESENTING THE AWARD TO HER AND THANK HER FOR HER SERVICE.

(APPLAUSE).

LT. TARSHA WILSON

PUBLIC HEALTH ANALYST, OFFICE OF ADOLESCENT PROGRESS NANCY PROGRAMS, OFFICE OF POPULATION AFFAIRS.

CITED FOR EXCEPTIONAL LEADERSHIP IN THE COORDINATION OF THE OFFICE OF ADOLESCENT PREGNANCY PROGRAMS, TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND TRAINING PROGRAM.

(APPLAUSE).

CAPT. MARJORIE WITMAN

REGIONAL PROGRAM COORDINATOR OFFICE OF POPULATION AFFAIRS REGION FIVE.

BEING CITED FOR LEADERSHIP IN MANAGEMENT EXPERTISE IN THE SUCCESSFUL OPERATION OF THE REGION FIVE OFFICE OF POPULATION AFFAIRS COVERING OVER 378 CLINICS THAT SERVICE SOME 600,000 PARTICIPANTS.

SHE WAS NOT ABLE TO ATTEND TODAY.

DEPUTY RHA DR. ROBERT HERSCHOGITZ WILL PRESENT THE AWARD TO HER.

WE THANK HER FOR HER SERVICE.

(APPLAUSE).

>> THE NEXT AWARD SERIES ARE THE ACHIEVEMENT MEDALS, ACHIEVEMENT MEDALS ARE GIVEN TO AN OFFICER FOR SUPERIOR EFFORTS OR OUTCOMES IN ACCOMPLISHING A PROGRAM'S MISSION.

THE FIRST RECIPIENT IS: 

CDR. LAURA GROGAN

SENIOR FAMILY PLANNING PROJECT OFFICER REGION EIGHT BEING CITED FOR SUSTAINING AN ABOVE AVERAGE PERFORMANCE TOWARD THE SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF THE 2006 USPH S PROFESSIONAL CONFERENCE.

SHE WAS NOT ABLE TO ATTEND, THE AWARD WILL BE SENT TO HER AND PRESENTED BY CAPTAIN ZACHARY TAYLOR AT A LATER DATE.

WE THANK HER FOR HER SERVICE.

KD﷓﷓(APPLAUSE).

LCDR. TIMOTHY JIGGENS

OFFICE OF RESERVICE AFFAIRS AND OFFICE OF THE SURGEON GENERAL.

BEING CITED FOR SUPERIOR ACHIEVEMENT AND DEDICATION IN THE EXECUTION OF THE OFFICE OF RESERVE AFFAIRS TRAINING PROGRAM.

(APPLAUSE).

NEXT AWARD SERIES IS THE PH S CITATION.

THE PH S CITATION IS GIVEN TO AN OFFICER IN RECOGNITION OF SPECIFIC AND NOTE WORTHY ACHIEVEMENT THAT IS GENERALLY CARRIED OUT OVER A SHORT PERIOD OF TIME.

OUR FIRST RECIPIENT IS: 

CDR. ARTENSIE FLOWERS

NOW SERVING WITH THE DISTRICT OF CO COLUMBIA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH BEING CITED FOR EXEMPLARY ORGANIZATION WHILE CREATING THE DEPARTMENT'S WEEKLY UPDATE ON PANDEMIC AVIAN INFLUENZA.

(APPLAUSE).

LT. JOSEPH ZAGAME

OFFICE OF SIEVE VILLAN VOLUNTEER MEDICAL RESERVE CORP, OFFICE OF THE SURGEON GENERAL.

BEING CITED FOR SUSTAINED ABOVE AVERAGE PERFORMANCE AS A PH S ONE RAPID DEPLOYMENT TEAM PHARMACIST AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF RDF SUPPLY RESOURCE WITHIN THE BURRO OF PRISONS EXCESS PROPERTY.

(APPLAUSE).

THESE NEXT AWARDS ARE GROUP AWARDS OR UNIT AWARDS AS THE 

WAX WORD NOMINATION IS BEING RED OR CITATION BEING READ IF MEMBERS WILL STAND THERE WILL BE ONE OR TWO FOLKS WHO WILL COME FORWARD TO RECEIVE THE AWARD THE THE FIRST IS THE OUTSTANDING UNIT CITATION GIVEN TO A GROUP OF OFFICERS OR UNIT WHO ACHIEVE THE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE CORP.

THE UNIT MUST HAVE PROVIDED OUTSTANDING SERVICE OFTEN OF NATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE AND UNIT AWARD RECIPIENTS ARE LISTED IN YOUR PROGRAMS.

OUR FIRST UNIT IS THE NURSING PROFESSIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE NURSE APPLICANT COMMITTEE.

BEING CITED FOR LEADERSHIP, COMMITMENT AND SUPERIOR SERVICE IN ADDRESSING THE UNMET HEALTH NEEDS TO THE MANAGEMENT OF NURSE APPLICANTS TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE COMMISSION CORE NURSE CATEGORY.

ACCEPTING THE AWARD ARE

CAPT. BEVERLY DANDRIDGE

LCDR. DAVID MAGNOTTA

OFFICE OF THE SURGEON GENERAL.

(APPLAUSE).

THESE NEXT AWARDS ARE COMMENDATIONS ACKNOWLEDGING ACHIEVEMENTS WELL ABOVE THAT IN ACCOMPLISHING THE GOALS AND OBJECTIVE THE THE OPERA STIFF OR NONHHS ORGANIZATION TO WHICH CORE OFFICERS ARE DETAILED.

TO MERIT THIS AWARD THEUMENTS ACCOMPLISHMENT IS OFTEN AT THE STATE OR REGIONAL LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE.

THE FIRST UNIT RECOGNIZED, THE COMMISSION CORE LIAISON WORKING GROUP.

CITATION FOR OUTSTANDING EFFORTS IN THE EXPEDITED DEVELOPMENT OF THE COMMISSION CORLIAISONS TO THE OFFICE OF THE SURGEON GENERAL'S OPERATIONS GUIDE, ACCEPTING ON BEHALF OF THE GROUP: 

CAPT. GLORIA AMES

OFFICE OF CORP OPERATIONS AND OFFICE OF THE SURGEON GENERAL.

(APPLAUSE).

THE NEXT UNIT, NATIONAL VACCINE PROGRAM OFFICE COMMUNICATIONS RESPONSE WORKING GROUP, BEING CITED FOR PROVIDING CRITICAL ANALYSIS AND TIMELY INFORMATION TO INQUIRIES REGARDING COMPLEX, CROSS﷓CUTTING VACCINE ISSUES SUCH AS PANDEMIC INFLUENA PLANNING AND PEDIATRIC VACCINE SAFETY.

ACCEPTING THE AWARD﷓﷓THEY'RE COMING FORWARD: 

LT. KENT FORDE

AND

CDR. ANGELA SHEN

AND﷓﷓ARE YOU GOING TO COME?

CAPT. RAY STRIKAS.

AS WELL.

(APPLAUSE).

THE NEXT UNIT IS THE REGION IV OFFICE OF MINORITY AND WOMEN'S HEALTH AND WISE WOMAN BEING CITED FOR OUTSTANDING COLLABRATIVE EFFORT THAT RESULTED IN A PARTNERSHIP AMONG STATE PROGRAMS TO IMPROVE HEALTH SERVICES FOR AFRICAN AMERICAN WOMEN IN TARGETED AREAS OF ALABAMA.

ONE OF THE UNIT MEMBERS IS NOT HERE TO RECEIVE THIS AWARD, BUT WE WILL RECOGNIZE THEM AT A LATER TIME.

AND THANK ALL THEM FOR THEIR SERVICE.

(APPLAUSE).

THE NEXT UNIT IS THE SCIENTIST PROFESSIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE OR SCIP A C.

BEING CITED FOR EXEMPLARY PERFORMANCE AND SERVICE IN THE DEVELOPMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION OF INNOVATIVE INITIATIVES OVER THE PERIOD OF SEPTEMBER 12,005 THROUGH AUGUST 31, 2006.

ACCEPTING THE AWARD: 

CDR. CHRISTINE BENALLY

OFFICIVE COMMISSION CORP OPERATIONS, OFFICE OF THE SURGEON GENERAL.

(APPLAUSE).

NUNIT IS 2007 DIVISION OF COMMISSION CORP OPERATION SUPPORT VOLUNTEERS.

BEING CITED FOR PROVIDING SELFLESS ASSISTANCE TO THE DIVISION IN PREPARATION OF THE ANNUAL PROMOTION AND ASSIMILATION REVIEW BOARDS BY SCANNING, INDEXING AND FILING OFFICE INFORMATION.

'ING THE﷓﷓ACCEPTING THE AWARD COMMANDER CHRISTINE BENNALY AND OFFICE OF COMMISSION CORP FORCE MANAGEMENT, OFFICE OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND SCIENCE.

(APPLAUSE).

>> NEXT UNIT THE U.S. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE CORE VALUES DEVELOPMENT GROUP BEING CITED FOR EXEMPLARY SERVICE IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF USPH S CORP VALUES, ACCEPTING FOR THE GROUP CAPTAIN LEE SHACKLE FORD, OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR HEALTH.

(APPLAUSE).

THAT CONCLUDES THE COMMISSION CORP HONOR AWARDS, WE THANK AGAIN ALL THE RECIPIENTS OF THESE AWARDS.

DR. GAHSON IF YOU WOULD TAKE YOUR SEAT AND DR. WRIGHT IF YOU WOULD PLEASE COME BACK TO THE PODIUM.

THANKS.

>> THANK YOU VERY MUCH.

BEFORE ISSUING SOME FINAL﷓﷓SOME CLOSING REMARKS WE HAVE ONE ADDITIONAL AWARD TO PRESENT.

FOR THE LAST 20 YEARS OF MY PROFESSIONAL LIFE I'VE HAD THE PRIVILEGE OF LEADING INDIVIDUALS IN A VARIETY OF PROFESSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES, AND OVER THOSE YEARS, I'VE COME ACROSS NUMEROUS QUOTE OS LEADERSHIP, BUT ONE OF MY FAVORITES ACTUALLY COMES FROM HER OLD MC AILEDDEN AND HE SAID DO NOT FOLLOW WHERE THE PATH MAY LEAD, GO INSTEAD WHERE THERE IS NO PATH, AND LEAVE A TRAIL.

IN MANY REGARDS OPH S DISPLAYS THAT.

DUE TO THE UNTIMELY AND UNEXPECTED LEAVING OF DR. JOHN AG WINOBEXAND THE FACT THAT THERE WAS NOT AN ASSISTANT SECRETARY, THERE WAS NO PATH IN EARLY FALL OF 2007.

HOWEVER, IN ORD TORE MEET THE LEADERSHIP VOID A CAPABLE PHYSICIAN, DR. P A REKH TO LEAD A STEADY HAND AND PLAS A NEW TRIAL AND LEAD ON WITH THE CRUCIAL WORK WITH PUBLIC SCMELGHT SCIENCE.

WE'RE DEEPLY INDEBTED FOR THREE MONTHS BEFORE I PAWK THROUGH THE DOOR.

I'M MOST INDEBTED FOR THE TRAIL YOU LEFT FOR ME WHEN I ARRIVED AND I REALIZE THERE'S GREAT RESPONSIBILITY THERE THAT IT'S MY JOB TO TAKE THE TRIAL YOU LEFT FOR ME AND WIDEN IT AND MAKE IT INTEREST A ROAD THAT SERVICES PUBLIC HEALTH FOR THE AMERICAN PEOPLE.

SO AT THIS TIME, I WOULD LIKE YOU TO JOIN ME IN HONORING DR. P A REKH OVER THE LAST THREE MONTHS BEFORE I ARRIVED HERE AT THE OFFICE OF PUB PUBLIC HEALTH AND SCIENCE.

(APPLAUSE).

>> THE AWORD WE JUST PRECEPTED ARE A WAY OF FITTINGLY RECOGNIZE THOSE WHO'S WORK DEMONSTRATIVELY FOSTER A HEALTHIER NATION.

THOSE WHO CREATE A CULTURE OF WELLNESS WHICH IS WHAT WE'RE ALL ABOUT HERE AT HHS.

FOR THOSE THAT WE RECOGNIZE TODAY, I THINK YOU NEED TO CONSIDER YOURSELF AS CHANGE AGENTS, YOU'RE HELPING CHANGE AMERICA TO A CULTURE OF WELLNESS.

AS WE HAVE RECOGNIZED ADMIRAL GALSON AND MYSELF HERE TODAY, WE ARE DOING IT PARTLY ON BEHALF OF THE HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES BUT WE'RE ALSO DOING IT ON BEHALF OF THE AMERICAN PUBLIC.

THOSE ARE THE ONES THAT SHOULD HONOR THE CONTRIBUTIONS THAT YOU HAVE MADE.

WE KNOW THAT AS STEWARDS OF THE DOLLAR SPENT ON OPH S INITIATIVES THAT WE IMPROVE PUBLIC HEALTHS IN WAYS THAT YOU SEEN AND UNSEEN.

THE WORK THAT WE DO, RETURNS NUMEROUS DIVIDENDS, THE DIVIDENDS ARE VISIBLE IN THE FORM OF HEALTHCARE COST, AND THE DIFFIDENTS THAT ARE APPARENT IN THE LOWER ABSENTEICISM AND HIGHER PRODUCTIVITY RATES THAT WE SEE IN THE UNITED STATES.

THERE ARE DIVIDENDS THAT IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF LIFE AND YEARS OF LIFE.

ACCORDINGLY WHILE WE DO NOT﷓﷓BY WHAT WE DO MAY NOT BE FLASHY OR END IN THE HEAD LINES IT IS INDEED IMPORTANT AND OF HIGH VALUE.

AMERICANS ARE GOING TO REST EASIER BECAUSE OF THE SERVICE YOU PROVIDE TO THIS GREAT NATION EACH AND EVERY DAY.

I'M PROUD TO SERVE WITH YOU AND TO LEAD YOU, TO TRULY ALL OF YOU ARE TO HONORED.

I DON'T THINK WE OUGHT TO CLOSE THIS CEREMONY WITHOUT TALKING ABOUT THE FUTURE.

YOU KNOW TODAY HAS BEEN ABOUT THE PAST AND WHAT YOU'VE ACCOMPLISHED OVER THE LAST YEAR, BUT I WANT TO LOOK AHEAD.

CERTAINLY THE PRESIDENT AND THE SECRETARY HAVE LAID OUT A VERY AMBITIOUS AGENDA FOR WHAT WE NEED TO ACCOMPLISH IN THE UPCOMING YEARS.

TO ATTEMPT TO MAKE﷓﷓HELP AMERICANS MAKE HEALTHIER LIFESTYLE CHOICES, TO LIVE LONGER LIVES TO ELIMINATE THE HEALTHCARE DISPARITIES THAT EXIST IN OUR SOCIETY, AND TO STRENGTHEN THE OVERALL PUBLIC HEALTH SYSTEM.

I KNOW THAT YOU'RE CONTINUED DEDICATED SERVICE AND DEDICATION ARE ESSENTIAL TO THAT EFFORT.

TEAM WORK IS THE MOST IMPORTANT ELEMENT IN OUR SUCCESS.

I ENCOURAGE TO YOU GO FORWARD FROM HERE KNOWING THAT YOU'VE SERVED THE COUNTRY WELL, AND STILL MORE WILL BE REQUIRED OF YOU IN THE UPCOMING YEAR.

AGAIN, PLEASE KNOW THAT THE WORK YOU HAVE DONE IS INVALUABLE TO ME, TO HHS, TO THE SECOND, TO THE ACTING SURGEON GENERAL AND TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES.

AGAIN, I EXTEND A HEART FELT WORDS OF APPRECIATION TO YOU ALL.

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THIS CEREMONY WE HAVE A NICE RECEPTION HERE AND IT WOULD BE A GREAT OPPORTUNITY FOR ME TO PEACH EACH AND EVERY ONE OF YOU BECAUSE THAT IS ONE OF THE GOALS THAT I HAVE.

SO AGAIN, THANK YOU FOR THIS, I ALSO BEFORE WE CLOSE DO NOT WANT TO FAIL TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE TREMENDOUS WORK THAT WENT INTO TODAY'S CEREMONY.

THERE WAS AN AWARDS COMMITTEE THAT PUT ON TODAY'S ACTIVITIES AND I THINK, I HOPE YOU'LL JOIN ME IN SHOWING OUR APPRECIATION FOR THE HARD WORK THAT WENT INTO TODAY'S CEREMONY.

(APPLAUSE).

SO NOW THAT THAT'S COMPLETE THIS, IS THE END OF OUR AWARDS CEREMONY, I ENCOURAGE YOU TO AT A FOR THE RECEPTION THAT WILL IMMEDIATELY FOLLOW.

( MUSIC )

